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FROM THE EDI TOR:

This article could have been witten this year, and every year for the past
It will probably need to be witten next year

ten years.

The nore state schools try to change, the nore they stay the sane —an
outdated edifice of the industrial revolution, an antediluvian shell of its

former self.

of the state,
are conpl ai ni ng of unprepared workers just like the industrialists of the late
ni neteenth century conpl ained of farmkids not ready to work in their

factories.
just can't

Government schools are still graduating “working class” citizens
ready for work that no |onger exists. Hi gh Tech enpl oyers today

The problemtoday are the bureaucratic governnent schools. They
keep up with changes in the real world. Yet, even knowi ng this, our

children are still forced to attend these static institutions. Is it any
wonder we are seeing nore and nore rebellion fromthe i nnmates?

The only thing that hel ps this generation of publicly school ed students, is
their determination to |learn contenporary skills outside of their required
school tine. After the conpul sory social engineering is done, kids go honme and

bui |l d web pages,
apprentice their
al t oget her.

parents, for
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They
t he

wite, create, edit and publish video projects, get jobs and
way into the real world. Many are skipping public schoo

see mandat ory governnment schooling for what it is, and their
nost part, aren’t willing to help their own children escape
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intothe life they are destined to pursue. The strong willed, do it on their
own. Thankfully, this is nothing new.

This article, we hope, will encourage parents to think nore seriously about
the difference between | earning and schooling. W hope to show that
honeschooling is not schooling, but self-I|earning. Honmeschooling isn't the
sanme as schooling at hone. Honeschooling isn't a pedagogy, it's a lifestyle.
It’s a way of thinking, a new way of looking at Iife and your famly

Most of this country’'s Founding Fathers were not ‘schooled as we know it
today. Most were self taught, tutored, or apprenticed. Benjamn Franklin was
i ndentured to his own ol der brother and worked for years in his print shop
What noney he coul d scrounge up, he used to buy books. Every acconplishnent,

i nvention and deed that came from M. Franklin can never be attributed to the
grades he got in high school, because he never attended.

Read sone bi ographies of influential (not fanobus) people and you' |l see a
trend; many of themdidn't go to college. Sone didn't even finish high school
As for the ones who did go to governnent schools, | would wager that not a one

of them can point to one week of their entire school experience and say, “That
one class got ne to where | amtoday.”

My point, and the point of republishing the Kaseman’s essay, is to say that as
parents, we need to think outside the box. W need to see CGovernnent School s
for what they really are, not for what we're told they are supposed to be. W
need to realize that twelve years of institutionalization HAS to have sone
effect on children's lives, their character, and even their souls.

If you find you have a child that is acting out, |abeled deficient in sone way
by other adults, angry, frustrated, naking all the wong choices and you want
to do sonething about it... then talk to them Read this Topic and tal k about
what these ideas nean to you, and to your child. You don't have to be a
teacher to honmeschool. You need to be a parent to honmeschool. You need to be
willing to let your child be free to learn on his or her own and on their own
terns. Ski ppi ng school just might be the thing that saves you and your child
fromthe Iife the state expects you to live.

B. B. Bennett
Proj ect Coordinator, Indiana Hone Educators’ Network
Editor, |IHEN Topics <Topi cs@ hen. or g>

This Topics article was reprinted with perm ssion fromthe Jul y/ August 2006
i ssue of Honme Education Magazi ne. Qur thanks and appreciation go to Hel en and
Mar k Hegener and the Kasemans for hel ping | HEN Hel p Hoosi ers Honeschool

Oiginal article at: <http://ww. honeednmag. com HEM 234/ t aki ngchar ge. ht ni >
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Taki ng Charge - by Larry and Susan Kaseman

Homeschool i ng and Teens Who Dislike Schoo

Teens often dislike school for sone of the sane reasons homeschool ers avoid
conventional schools. Unfortunately, our society thinks young peopl e should
like school or at |east cooperate and get passing grades. Those who don't are
bl amed for being | earning disabled or trouble-nmakers. These teens and their
fam lies, not the schools, are viewed as the problem

This columm di scusses significant connecti ons between honeschool i ng and teens
who di sli ke school

e Honeschool ers can often understand, agree with, and perhaps even support
teens' reasons for disliking school

e Honeschool i ng provides an alternative that often can work well for teens who
di sli ke school, offering thema good way to | earn, grow, and prepare for life
as an adult.

« W& need to prevent homeschooling frombeing viewed as a haven for teens who
sinmply want to avoid conpul sory school attendance |laws. Critics of
honeschool i ng sonmetines are quick to use this perspective as a reason to

i ncrease state regul ati on of honeschool i ng.

Legiti mate Reasons for Disliking Schoo

e Schools are generally not good places for people to learn. It does not work
well to try to get 20-30 young peopl e of roughly the sane age but wi dely
differing interests, abilities, experiences, learning styles, etc. to |learn
the sane thing at the sane tine in the sane way at the same pace in an
artificial environment where they are limted to listening to | ectures,
reading, and witing and are cut off fromthe real world. The situation is
worsening as No Child Left Behind forces even the nbst creative teachers to
"teach to the test." No wonder so nmany kids are bored and find it difficult to
learn in school

e« The social atnosphere of conventional schools is unfavorable and sonetines
destructive. Again the set-up and basic assunptions are flawed. Isn't it
unrealistic to put hundreds of young people into a snall space with only a few
ol der peopl e who m ght possibly be role nodels; add pressures that are often
used to try to force |l earning, such as conpetition, humliation, and rigid
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schedul es; and expect themto learn to be kind, cooperative, supportive of
each other, and grow into healthy, confident, nature adults? Teens who do not
like the peer pressure, conpetition, bullying, and cruelty often found in
conventional high schools are reacting appropriately to what goes on in nost
school s.

e As John Holt wote in Escape From Chil dhood: "Schools seemto ne anong the
nost anti-denocratic, nost authoritarian, nost destructive, and nost dangerous
institutions in nodern society. No other institution does nore harmor nore
lasting harmto nore people or destroys so much of their curiosity, trust,
dignity, and sense of identity and worth."

Homeschool ing Teens Who Dislike Schoo

Honeschool i ng often works better for fanilies with teens who dislike school if
parents understand their teens' reasons for disliking school. Some find it

hel pful to reconsider their own school experiences and those of siblings and
friends by asking questions such as:

e« Dd I find school work exciting, or at least interesting, or did | spend a
ot of time passing notes and waiting for the bell to ring?

e How was school social life? Did | feel confident, accepted, appreciated, and
well-liked? O did | feel awkward, enbarrassed, |left-out, rejected, perhaps
bul I'i ed?

e How did | acquire the know edge and skills | use in everyday life? How did |
learn to parent, run a househol d, nanage noney, drive, do tasks required at
wor k, get along with the neighbors, etc? (Consider skills Iike reading and
driving, which nmany people supposedly "learned in school." Think how nuch of
that |earning was made possible by earlier experiences outside school, and how
much was gai ned through experience and practice outside school.)

However, it's not surprising to find that nmany parents view their school
experiences positively. That's partly because schools have such a strong hold
on our society that nany people claimthey |iked school, perhaps because they
thi nk they shoul d have or because soneone convinced themthat they did. Sone
peopl e may be reluctant to renmenber how awkward and enbarrassed they felt.
Many sinply assunme that they | earned what they need to know in school, the

pl ace in our society where people are supposed to | earn, w thout thinking nuch
about it.

It also helps if parents understand that it's often the schools, not the kids,
that are the problem as discussed above. Then they can begin to appreciate
the strengths their teens have. Anong the possibilities:
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 Acadenic abilities. Many teens who dislike school have strong academ c
abilities. They object to school because they are bored, are not allowed to
study things they are interested in, want to study subjects in greater depth,
are troubled by the continual interruptions, see through the hypocrisy, or
need to learn in their owmn way, at their own pace. Perhaps they are

ki nesthetic | earners who need to nove while they are learning. It's inportant
not to assune that they dislike learning or can't handl e acadeni cs.

 Non-academic abilities. Many teens who dislike school have inportant
strengths that are not enphasized or valued at school. Their nechanica
abilities may nmake them good at repairing cars, conputers, or clavichord. Sone
have athletic ability that goes unnoticed or unrewarded in the conpetition and
political nmaneuvering that often acconpani es sports in conventional high
school s. Sone teens have nusical ability but the pressures of school don't
al | ow them enough tine to play or sing, conpose, or experinment and devel op new
techni ques. Sone teens have creative abilities in photography, painting,
graphic arts, and pottery. In addition, there are the sonetines overl ooked
abilities that are denonstrated by conpassi onate teens who vol unteer in
hospital s and nursing hones, those with green thunbs who excel at gardening,
those with a special sense about aninmals who do well at animal husbandry or
wildlife rehabilitation, etc.

e Perspectives and courage. Teens who are willing to stand up to what schools

have beconme and say, "This is not working for ne" deserve special credit. Many
peopl e go through their lives not realizing or acknow edgi ng what's wong with
school s and how they can danage people. Qthers are too conpliant or scared to

do anyt hing but go al ong.

e Overcoming danmagi ng | abel s. Sonme teens who dislike school have been | abel ed
as learning disabled (LD), as having attention deficit hyperactivity disorder

(ADHD), or as having an enotional disorder or nmental illness such as
depression. Many parents find it hel ps enornously to question such | abels,
whi ch denean and stignatize people and can becone self-fulfilling prophecies.

Instead they help their teens focus on their strengths, do things they are
good at, and devel op confidence by living and learning in a nore supportive
envi ronnent .

G ven support and encouragenent, nost parents realize they know a | ot about
their teens' strengths fromhaving |ived, worked, and played with them for
years in a variety of settings, nost of which are healthier and nore
supportive of teens than are conventional schools. If teens have becone
depressed or had other problens as a result of their school experiences,
parents may need to think back to tines before school becane such a problem
It is sonetines nore difficult for teens to see and acknow edge their
strengths, especially if they have been criticized and hunmiliated in schoo
and other places, but it's very hel pful once they can
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Teens who dislike school do sonetines contribute to the problens surroundi ng
this situation, especially if they exercise poor judgnent and get into trouble
with the aw. Even in such cases, however, we can ask how much of this results
fromthe fact that our society does not provide nany good alternatives to

att endi ng school

Once parents and teens have recogni zed the legitimcy of teens' dislike of
school and the strengths that teens have, they are in a stronger position to
begin the work of finding and devel opi ng good alternatives to attending a
conventional school, sonetines through honeschooling. This work is not easy
and has ups and downs. It takes tinme, which is to be expected. Problens that
did not develop overnight take tine to solve. However, the process of
devel opi ng alternatives provides |earning opportunities and the results are
definitely worth the effort and often nake a big difference in the lives of
teens and parents.

Here are some suggestions that may help in homeschooling teens who
di slike school

e Take a vacation. If you can't afford a trip, consider staying with nearby

friends or relatives. O vacation in your own hone, ignoring phone, enail, and
uninspiring tasks and instead spending tine doi ng whatever constructive
activities you choose. Watch videos and DVDs, play games, go to the mall, cook

speci al foods, do crafts, read aloud, go on nature wal ks, watch the cl ouds.

Thi nk of things you've been wanting to do but didn't have time for. Sleep

It's amazi ng how nmuch better people feel and how much nore they can do if they
j ust have enough sl eep

e Understand the homeschooling |aw. Find out what the |aw requires in your
state by contacting experienced honmeschool ers. Ask how to conply with only the
m ni mum requi renents of the |aw, which protects honeschooling freedons and
gives you the nost flexibility choose what to |earn and howto learn it.

e Pursue what interests you. You're nore notivated and |l earning is easier when
you' re wor ki ng on sonet hing you want to know about. Don't limt yourself to
academ c- soundi ng subj ects. Studying al nost anything in depth is rewarding.

 Learn what YOU need to know. Ask, "What do | need to learn to live a
successful adult life?" instead of "Wiat would | be doing if | were attending
a conventional school ?" Learn to cook, run a household, maintain a car

garden, nmanage noney, etc. Don't overlook relationships with famly and
friends, beauty, religious and noral values, the world of nature, persona
heal th, and ot her inportant things.

e Learn in many different ways. There's no substitute for discovering things
yoursel f, as long as you're sensible about safety. Learn about another culture
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by neeting people fromthere, |earning the |anguage, watching videos, reading
fiction and non-fiction, cooking typical foods, and, if possible, visiting the
country. Learn about cars and notorcycles by taking broken ones apart.

e Explore alternatives for work. Unless you're independently wealthy, there's
a very good chance you'll need to earn noney at sone point. |If you know what
you want to do, figure out a way to start doing it, or sonething related to
it, now Find or create an internship or volunteer. Get a part-tine job in an
area that interests you. You'll learn a | ot about being a beautician by
answering the phone and schedul i ng appointnents in a beauty shop. |If you don't
know what you want to do, explore a variety of alternatives. Consider working
using a resource |like the Career Devel opnent Manual fromthe University of
Waterl oo at www. cdm uwaterl oo.ca. "It's who you know, not what you know," so
expand your circle of contacts and | ook for unexpected opportunities to try
jobs you weren't planning to do.

 Recogni ze that you're learning basic subjects. Daily life provides
opportunities to learn the basics. In fact, it often requires that we |earn
nore about reading, math, science, social studies, and other subjects. If you
are chal l enged by people who claimyou're not getting an education and don't
understand the inportance of what you are doing, translate some of it into
conventional school terns.

e Consider alternatives to college. If you don't have a conpelling reason to
attend, think about what you can learn fromlife experience that you can't
learn in a classroom |f you really need a degree, consider the advantages to
getting part or all of it through CLEP tests (see our colum at

<ht t p: / / ww. honeednmag. coml HEM 233/t aki ngchar ge. ht Ml >) and/ or di stance

| ear ni ng.

M nim ze Risks to Homeschooling

Critics eager to find reasons to increase state regulation of honeschooling
sonetines claimsuch regulation is needed to prevent truants and other teens
who di slike school from escaping to honeschooling. Here are some ways we can
m ninze this.

e W& can continue to work to have positive stories about honeschool i ng appear
in the nedia. August is a good tinme to contact |ocal newspapers and tel evision
stations with offers to be interviewed for reports on honeschooling.

e W& can offer information, encouragenent, and support to families who are
honeschool i ng teens who dislike school. Qur help increases the |ikelihood that
they will succeed.
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« If we are questioned about truants flocking to honeschooling, we can point
out that there is no substantial evidence that this is happening. If it were,
there woul d be nmany, many nore homeschool ers than there are.

Concl usi on

Honeschool i ng has the potential to contribute significantly to the lives of
teens who dislike school and even change their lives, especially when their
parents and ot hers recognize their strengths and the legitimcy of the their
reasons for disliking school. Developing an alternative for teens is a |ot of
wor k but pays rich rewards to teens and parents. Honeschool ers who support
famlies in this situation also help prevent homeschooling from being seen as
an escape for teens who dislike school

©2006, Larry and Susan Kaseman (Al Rights Reserved. Used by pernission.)

For nmore on these topics by the Kasenan's:

"Way Legislation to Prevent 'Unqualified Famlies From Homeschooling Wn't
Wor k" published in HEM Jul y- August 2004.
<http://ww. horreednmag. comi HEM 214/ j atch. ht il >

"Alternatives for 18-Year- O d Honeschool ers” published in HEM Sept enmber -
COct ober 2004.
<http://ww. horreednmag. comi HEM 215/ sot ch. ht il >

An archive of the Kasenan's witings is on the Anerican Honeschool Association
web site:
<ht t p: // ww. aner i canhoneschool associ ati on. org/info. htm >
(scroll down to "The Kaseman Col ums")

Hone Educati on Magazi ne:
HEM General Information <http://ww. honmreedmag. com HEM i nfo. ht ml >
Subscri be to HEM <htt ps://honeedmag. coml ORD/ _frm order. htn >

About HEM <htt p://ww. honeednag. com whep. ht ni >
Privacy Policy <http://ww. homeedmag. confw privacy. htm >
Cont act HEM Webmast er <htt p://ww. homeednmag. conf webnastr. ht ni >

Hone Educati on Magazi ne, PO Box 1083, Tonasket, WA 98855; 800-236-3278
Contents © Hone Education Magazi ne 1996 - 2007
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This publication is ©007, by Bennett and Company and the Indiana
Home Educators’ Network, All Rights Reserved. Copyrighted materi al
used in I HEN Topics publications is used by perm ssion. For copy and

di stribution perm ssions, wite to Copyrights@hen.org or Topi cs@ hen.org

We at the Indiana Home Educators’ Network hope that Topics Files like this can
hel p you cone to a deeper understandi ng of how honeschooling mght work in
your life. W hope to present sone of the best information available from
national, state and local witers and resources. If you have any coments or
suggestions for future | HEN Topi cs papers, please contact us at:

<Topi cs@ hen. or g>.
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